
COVID-19
Newly Self Employed Hardship Fund

The Scottish Government has set up a Newly Self Employed Hardship Fund. The fund provides grants to Scottish residents
who do not qualify for the COVID-19 Self Employment Income Support Scheme because they became self employed on or
after 6 April 2019.

How much can I get?
Successful applicants will receive a one-off payment of £2,000.

How do I apply?
The fund is now open for applications. You should apply to the local authority for the area in which you live. A link to your
local authority’s website can be found on the Scottish Government webpage above.

You will be asked to provide documentary evidence of your status and eligibility for the grant. Your local authority will
determine whether you meet the eligibility criteria.

You will need to provide:

Documentation to show you had an active business prior to COVID-19, such as your VAT registration, bank account
statements showing revenue and outgoings linked to self employment, marketing materials etc.
A self declaration that you are currently experiencing hardship;
Evidence of being resident in the local authority area of application.

Am I eligible for a grant?
In order to be eligible, you must meet all of the criteria set by the Scottish Government. These include:

You became self employed on or after 6 April 2019;
More than half of your individual income is from self employment;
Your self employed profits for 2019/20 tax year were less than £50,000;
You have lost business due to Coronavirus and are suffering financial hardship as a result;
You are ineligible for other COVID-19 related business support;
You do not receive working age benefit payments (e.g. Universal Credit).

A full list of eligibility criteria can be found on the Scottish Government’s website at
findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/service/coronavirus/newly-self-employed-hardship-fund

For more information, please contact:

Iain Paulin

Personal Tax Senior Manager

covid@chiene.co.uk

0131 558 5800

http://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/service/coronavirus/newly-self-employed-hardship-fund

