
Research & Development Tax Relief





A win-win so you can 
improve your products or 
services, and offset the 
cost of doing it. 
One of the most generous corporation tax 
reliefs currently available, R&D tax relief 
is designed to encourage innovation and 
increase spending on R&D activities.

You can claim back money that you spend on 
research and development to offset against 
current or future tax bills. If your company 

has tax to pay, you will pay less. If not, you’ll 
receive a repayable tax credit.

Chiene + Tait will help you understand the 
rules and processes of R&D tax relief – and 
provide an expert service that gets you the 
most value from your innovation.



If you’re trying to create 
something new or improve 
upon an existing process, 
it will likely qualify 
for tax relief.



Just for the people in 
lab coats, right?
No. In the eyes of HMRC, R&D covers any 
project that seeks to achieve an advance in 
science or technology ‘through the resolution 
of scientific or technological uncertainties.’

Generally, this means an advance in the 
overall knowledge or capability in a field of 
science or technology – not just within a 
single company. This includes improvements 
to existing processes. 

 Food & drink

 Biotech

 Manufacturing

Put simply, if you’re trying to create 
something new or improve upon an existing 
process, it will likely qualify for the relief.

You can also be eligible even if your R&D 
project was unsuccessful: the key is that the 
project seeks to achieve an advance. 

 Software development

 Agriculture

 Construction

We’ve made claims in many sectors including:



Six easy steps.
It’s a pain-free process: we prepare the claim for 
you so you can focus on the important things.

Meet
We’ll discuss your R&D 
projects with you to see if 
they meet HMRC’s criteria 
and whether a claim is right 
for your tax position.

Collect
We’ll gather the technical 
and financial information 
we need, and meet 
your people so we 
properly understand 
your R&D projects.

Report
We’ll prepare a draft 
report for your approval.

Discuss
We’ll talk you through 
the most tax-efficient 
way to get the relief.

Submit
We’ll incorporate the 
R&D claim into your tax 
return to send to HMRC 
with the approved report.

Cash
HMRC will consider our 
application. Once agreed, 
if you’re taking a tax credit 
it’ll be in your account just 
one week after approval.



How to claim the C+T way: 
Work with us and you’ll have the country’s 
foremost specialists on your side. We have a 
100% success rate in our R&D applications, 
and since 2016 we’ve identified over £41m in 
qualifying expenditure, helping our clients 
receive over £9m cash back from HMRC.

What’s more, we’re tax experts. The advice 
you get from us will be accurate, insightful 
and comprehensive. We understand HMRC’s 
language, and we understand the impact 
a relief claim will have on your tax position, 
compliance and strategy. 

Since 2016 we’ve identified  

over £41m  
in qualifying expenditure,  

helping our clients receive over  
£9m cash back  

from HMRC.

“

” 100% success rate 
in R&D applications



Because it’s worth it.
If you’re eligible under the most generous 
rate, £100k worth of qualifying expenditure 
could get you either:

 •  £230k worth of losses (worth £44k @ 
19% tax rate) to utilise against current or 
future profits, or

 • £33.35k tax credit (cash in hand)

 Staff costs 

 Subcontractor costs

 Software costs

 Consumable costs

 Externally provided worker costs

 

Lots of costs qualify for relief: 

There are several factors that determine the 
rate of relief you’ll be eligible for, including 
the size of your business. SMEs are entitled to 
more relief than larger companies, but an SME 
might not be eligible for the most generous 
relief if it’s previously received a grant for the 
same R&D project or undertaken the project 
on behalf of a customer. Get up to 33% 

of your qualifying 
spend back.

“

”



You know the technology, 
but we know the tax.
We have a team of R&D tax specialists who 
know the subject inside-out. They will work 
with you to identify what you can claim, and 
prepare a detailed report and submission: 
they know exactly what qualifies, and how 
to present information to HMRC. It’s a full 
service undertaken by experts. 

Don’t just take our 
word for it...

The team is part of an award-winning 
specialist tax team – one of the largest of any 
independent accountancy firm in Scotland. 
They will help you understand the planning 
needs behind each claim, and the impact a 
claim has on your tax returns. 

We have especially liked Chiene + Tait’s approach: they have 
always taken a long-term view, working with us to make sure 
we correctly allocate R&D and show to HMRC the reason 
each project is valuable research. This has allowed us to 
successfully secure the tax credits with the minimum of fuss 
and the confidence each year to invest. I cannot rate Chiene 
+ Tait highly enough. Having worked with other firms during 
the years on R&D tax credits, Chiene + Tait are by far the most 
professional, easiest to work with and ultimately the best at 
maximising the value back to the company.
 Chris Wright 
Founder, deltaDNA

”

“

We have been delighted to work with Chiene + Tait on our 
R&D tax credit claim over the past few years. The guidance 
and professionalism of the C+T team has resulted in a smooth 
submission process with a concomitant successful outcome. 
I’d highly recommend their services.
 Neil Wilkie 
COO, Mironid

”
“



Get in touch.

Neil Norman 
Entrepreneurial Tax Partner

neil.norman@chiene.co.uk

David Philp 
Head of R&D Tax

david.philp@chiene.co.uk

Eilidh Hobbs 
Entrepreneurial Tax Supervisor

eilidh.hobbs@chiene.co.uk

0131 558 5800 
chiene.co.uk
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