
Get EORI Number

You will already have this if you have traded with 

EU countries previously.

UK EORI numbers start with GB and consist of 

your VAT number plus 000.

1
Decide Who Makes Customs Declarations

Contact the organisation that brings the goods 

into the country for you to find out if they can 

make customs declarations on your behalf.

If they cannot do this, then you can hire an agent 

to do this, or it is possible to make declarations 

yourself.

2

Apply to Make Importing Easier

There are a variety of schemes and methods 

that can simplify importing and exporting of 

goods. Some examples can be found here:

 + Simplified Import Procedures

 + Inward Processing Relief/Outward 

Processing Relief

 + Temporary Admission

 + ATA Carnets

 + Authorised Economic Operator Status 

(AEO)

 + Consigner/Consignee status

 + Others

C+T can provide advice on what scheme might 

be most beneficial to your business and assist 

your business in applying for them.

3
Check What Else You Need to 
do for the Type of Goods You 
Import

You might need to get other 

processes and procedures in 

place within your business in 

order to be ready for Brexit. (I.e. 

change label on packaging of 

goods or apply for licenses).

C+T can help identify further 

procedures necessary and 

assist you in implementing them.

5

Find out What You Will Have 
to Pay to Import Your Goods

Use UK Tariff to identify:

 + Commodity code(s)

 + Customs Duty Rates

 + VAT Rates

C+T an assist you in confirming 

the different VAT rates on 

imports and would be happy to 

assist you to identify these.

4
The way in which UK businesses buy goods from the 
EU will change once the UK leaves the EU. Our Brexit 
date has yet to be decided and it is likely that there 
will be a transitional period before we finally leave 
the EU, however UK businesses will have to consider 
the implications of how goods are imported from the 
EU now to access the impact this will have on their 
cashflow and from an administrative perspective.

At present, any goods brought into the UK from EU 
are not subject to any Customs issues and VAT is 
accounted for (and recovered) by the purchaser on 
their VAT return.  

Purchases (imports) from outside the EU are not 
released into free circulation until the business or 
agent who wants to release the goods into the UK 
economy pays the import VAT and customs duty. The 
import VAT rate is the same VAT as would be charged 
on the goods had they been purchased in the UK 
and Customs Duty varies depending on the nature 
of the goods. 

Once the UK leaves the EU, this will become the 
process for all goods being brought into the UK. This 
could result in a dramatically increased workload for 
the business with new processes and procedures 
needing to be implemented. This diagram should 
help guide you on the way to making sure your 
business is ready for these changes:

How do I import goods from 
outside the EU – now and after 

Brexit?
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