
The term ‘rewilding’ has become synonymous 
with land reform campaigners; however it 
has also become something of a political 
football between two extreme camps: on one 
side animal rights-motivated TV celebrities 
who use rewilding to criticise shooting and 
on the other, those representing traditional 
land use who have been equally unbalanced 
in their defence. An NFUS spokesperson 
recently warned that reintroduced lynx would 
be a danger to ramblers while the Scottish 
Gamekeepers Association warned that white 
tailed eagles might prey on children. As such 
a Chiene + Tait event at the Scone Game Fair 
aimed to get past the hyperbole and engage 
in a meaningful and informed discussion.

David Balharry, Scotland Director of Rewilding 
Britain, gave a presentation which sought 
to explode some of the myths surrounding 
rewilding and explain his organisation’s long-
term vision for Scotland. David then joined a 
panel for a wider discussion session chaired 

by Rory Kennedy, Rural Estates Partner. 
Pulling together such a prominent panel that 
represented diverse vested interests on the 
subject has rarely been achieved, and to do 
this at a major game fair was unique. The list  
of panellists was particularly impressive:

Andrew Gilruth, Director of Communications, 
Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust (GWCT)
Alex Stoddart, Director, Scottish Association 
for Country Sports (SACS)
Jamie Stewart, Director, Scottish Countryside 
Alliance (SCA)
Stuart Brooks, CEO, John Muir Trust 
George Milne, Scottish Regional Development 
Officer, National Sheep Association 

Naturally the panel expressed a range of 
conflicting views and perspectives, so the 
discussion made for fascinating listening. 
Despite the obvious camps, it was clear that 
most of the panellists had remarkably similar 
backgrounds. Both Alex Stoddart and Jamie 
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At this year’s Scone Game Fair, Chiene + Tait grasped 
the nettle by hosting a discussion on the highly 
controversial subject of rewilding. 
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Stewart had previously worked for the RSPB. Jamie Stewart 
had also worked for Scottish Natural Heritage on their white 
tailed eagle reintroduction. David Balharry, while a proponent of 
rewilding, is a keen countryman with a passion for deer stalking.

The emotive subject of ‘large charismatic’ carnivores, or 
apex predators, was addressed up-front, with Jamie Stewart 
dubbing it ‘project zoo’ due to the token population levels 
that could be sustained in the UK. David Balharry expressed 
that, for Rewilding Britain, this was a potential end-game 
many generations from now. As such, the arguments against 
such reintroductions based on habitat limitations were largely 
accepted and that the wider rewilding initiative is seeking to 
address this over a long-term horizon. By doing so, David 
stressed they would not be ‘forcing’ wolves on any community; 
however, it may allow his grandchildren’s generation the choice 
should they see reintroduction as desirable.

There was obvious passion from George Milne, representing hill 
farming, who adeptly took to the floor to give an impassioned 
defence of farming communities. Alex Stoddart, SACS Director, 
is from a crofting family and similarly lamented the decline of 
our fragile rural communities. He saw rewilding as an obvious 
nail in the coffin and stated, “dignity comes from having a job in 
a sustainable community...we need people back in the glens”. 
However, Stuart Brooks of the John Muir Trust emphasised that, 
post- Brexit and CAP, Britain will face a different climate for 
public funding. He suggested there needed to be a dialogue 
as to whether the general public supported the status quo for 
farming subsidy or a model that shifted towards greater public 
benefit; the inference being ecosystems over food production. 
George Milne from the National Sheep Association had also 
criticised historical headage payments and the Scottish 
Government’s drive for increased commercial forestry, which he 
argued has had a perverse incentive on sustainable land use.

Interestingly, the most obvious bone of contention was where 
conservation and rewilding clash and whether the two are 
mutually exclusive. As an example, the government currently 
supports the continuance of traditional farming methods in the 
Hebrides, upon which our remaining corncrake populations 
depend. Likewise grouse moors offer support for otherwise 
plummeting populations of ground-nesting birds, in particular 
curlew. Rewilding is an aspiration in its own right, however 
the biggest losers might not be humans but those vulnerable 
species that benefit from human intervention, intentional or 
otherwise. Andrew Gilruth also pointed out that, until a time 
where apex predators could be restored, the meso predators, 
such as foxes, still required controlling by human 
intervention. To maintain foxes at their current level 
requires the removal of 240,000 per annum. As 
such, gamekeepering is a vital part of the mix, 
regardless of the overall end-game.

One thing is for certain: dialogue is good. The 
likes of Rewilding Britain and John Muir Trust 
have regularly been vilified by the fieldsports 
lobby. Sometimes this has been based 
on unfounded fears and other times 
based on genuine concerns. When 
we take out the emotion there remain 
large areas of conflicting interests 
but, through dialogue, we might be 
able to work on those areas where 
these diverse interests can coexist.

This discussion will be covered 
by ‘Into the Wilderness’, a leading 
hunting and conservation podcast 
channel.

Rewilding - continued
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Jamie Stewart, Alex 
Stoddart and David 
Balharry during the 
debate.



Case
Stocks Fly Fishery provide customers 
with sport fishing with the opportunity to 
take the fish away, if a premium is paid. 
They offer their customers two different 
types of ticket: a ‘catch and release’ 
sporting ticket with which any fish caught 
must be returned to the reservoir; or 
a more expensive “take ticket” which 
allows the angler to take home the fish 
they catch up to a limit.

The main issue in this case was whether 
the supply of fish for consumption was 
a separate supply from the supply of 
sport fishing, and whether a “take ticket” 
could be split into two separate supplies 
of sporting right (subject to VAT at 20%) 
and food for consumption (subject to 
VAT at 0%). Stocks argued that the price 
differential between the two tickets was 
the element subject to zero-rating.

Decision
The VAT tribunal determined that the 
essential feature of the supplies with 
both types of tickets is fishing, and that 
the primary motive of purchasing a 
ticket is to fish for sport. They were not 
persuaded that the dominant purpose 
of anyone purchasing the “take ticket” 
was for food consumption. At the point a 
“take ticket” is purchased it is not a sale 
of fish as there is no guarantee fish will 
physically be caught. There is, therefore, 
no distinct separate charge solely for 
fish; only one single charge which 
includes the right to fish and the chance 
of catching them.

The VAT Tribunal therefore found that 
the right to fish was the principal supply 
for VAT purposes, and the right to take 
home caught fish should be regarded 
as ancillary. Consequently, in this case 
there is a single supply of fishing which 
should be subject to 20% VAT.

Relevance
It is always important to determine 
whether bundles of supplies should be 
regarded as a single supply (principal 
and ancillary supplies), or distinct 
multiple supplies which ought to be 
treated separately for VAT purposes.

This case illustrates further development 
of a complex legal issue that will continue 
to be a concern for VAT-registered 
organisations. If you have a query 
regarding single and multiple supplies 
please get in touch with Iain Masterton 
at iain.masterton@chiene.co.uk or 
0131 558 5800.

ANOTHER SINGLE/
MULTIPLE SUPPLY CASE 
CAUGHT IN THE NET
Iain Masterton, Senior VAT Manager

VAT: 
A recent VAT tribunal involving a trout fishery has thrown more light upon the 
VAT liability of multiple supplies, a complex area of VAT law. Stocks Fly Fishery, 
in Lancashire, argued that they were supplying a multiple offer of standard 
rated fishing rights and a zero rated supply of food.

Many cases have been brought in front of the courts to decide on whether certain 
supplies should be classified as single or multiple supplies, and these are vitally 
important for the companies involved. For instance, there have been cases on 
delivery charges, financial advice, airport car parking, and card protection services 
to name but a few. 
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One particular element of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act has raised concerns across the 
rural sector. Part 6 seeks to remove Sporting Rates Relief and thus singles out shooting 
as an upland land use. Unlike shooting, farming and forestry attract subsidy and will enjoy 
continued rates relief. Studies suggest enhanced biodiversity on managed shooting land, 
so with shooting providing £2bn to our rural economy, the economic and environmental 
arguments for Part 6 seem rather perverse.

The relief was brought into being in 1995 because, according to the then UK Government, 
the tax was costly to administer and net take was negligible. Enquiring minds would question 
what has changed and the evidence provided at committee stage suggested the underlying 
land use was likely to be consistent across the intervening period.

Seeking answers, Chiene + Tait submitted a detailed Freedom of Information (FOI) 
Request seeking the underlying rates modelling, supporting assumptions, impact 
assessments and expert consultations that the government had conducted. 

The FOI response confirmed that no meaningful modelling had been attempted in order 
to assess the likely net tax take. This is concerning when there was significant evidence to 
suggest this proposal would unduly penalise shoot businesses, while deriving little or no 
benefit to the public purse.

The Chiene + Tait team received an even more disappointing and surprising response to 
our specific request regarding expert advice provided by third-parties. The Government 
was able only to confirm that third-party advice had been received and that “we are unable 
to provide any guidance provided in respect of these discussions as this was provided 
orally and was not recorded”.

The Freedom of Information Act requires government bodies to respond to requests within 
20 days however, in the event of a particularly voluminous request, a mechanism can be 
triggered for an extension. Despite no meaningful information actually being provided, this 
mechanism was enacted, which prevented this information being made available before 
the final reading of the bill. We did receive it in the post, a mere two days afterwards.

Rory Kennedy, Rural Estates Partner, who has considerable experience of rates modelling 
on behalf of Scottish Government agencies, said: “The lack of due process in evaluating 
this proposal would suggest the Government has acted through misplaced ideology, with 
little regard for factual evidence. This is a worrying precedent for the businesses and fragile 
rural communities that depend on sporting income.”

SPORTING  
RATES  
RELIEF – 
the politics behind the politics?



Our chosen charity for the event was Maggie’s Centres, which is raising funds to 
build a new centre offering treatment slots for 7,000 cancer patients per year. We are 
delighted to say that we raised over £3,000 for Maggie’s.mpetition prizes went to: 

Best Individual: Ross Somerville 
Best Team: Ross and Craig Somerville 
Honour of the Sector: Brooks Macdonald (Finance); Brodies (Legal); Goldsmiths 
(Property)

A special prize was also awarded to Murray Soutar of Brodies for landing a 10lb pike

We also held a raffle on the day. Fantastic prizes were very kindly donated by Lake 
of Menteith Fisheries, Stewart Christie, Pickerings Gin, and Scrum Magazine. We 
thank them for their generosity. Please do check them out:

www.pickeringsgin.com/ 
www.menteith-fisheries.co.uk/ 
www.stewartchristie.com/ 
www.scrummagazine.com/ 

We were also very kindly supported by Thomas Haywood Photography, who took 
pictures throughout the day. Thomas fashioned an aircraft carrier from a boat and 
some plywood to launch and land his camera drone, ensuring we had aerial action 
photos from the day. You can see his work on the Chiene + Tait Facebook page and 
at www.thomashaywood.photoshelter.com.

The charity fly fishing competition is now an annual event and focuses on the rural 
and private client advisory sectors. We are looking forward to staging it again in 2017. 
You are most welcome to join us; keep an eye on future Rural Business Updates, 
eNewsletters and social media for announcements and details nearer the time.

Rural Roundup

LAKE PROVES  
LIKELY IN PRIZE HAUL
Our second-ever corporate charity fly fishing competition took place at Lake 
of Menteith on 16 June. The weather was variable, the venue spectacular and 
the competition was intermittently relaxed and furious. Huge fun was had by 
all, both expert anglers and novices alike.

THE 2016 SCOTTISH 
LANDSCAPE: 
Political, Land and Legislative Changes 
A briefing with Chiene + Tait, Savills and Brodies
 
On 2 June we co-hosted an event in the London 
offices of Savills. Rory Kennedy from Chiene 
+ Tait, alongside speakers from Savills and 
Brodies, outlined the important developments in 
the Scottish political and economic landscape in 
a momentous year featuring an election, the Land 
Reform Bill, and the EU referendum. 

We are hoping to host the event for a second 
time in Scotland. Sign up to attend by emailing 
marketing@chiene.co.uk.

At the Scottish  
Rural Awards
We were delighted to once again sponsor the 
Rural Hero award at the Scottish Rural Awards. 
This year’s worthy winners were Toby and Mary 
Fichtner-Irvine from the Isle of Muck. Toby and 
Mary have built an outstanding business with a 
reputation for hospitality, quality and friendliness. 
Their sporting and hospitality functions have 
had a dramatic effect on Muck over the past few 
years, boosting employment rates and bringing 
welcome tourism to the island. More information 
about the awards and winners is on our blog at:  
www.chiene.co.uk/blog



If you have a query about any of the articles featured in this newsletter,  
please contact a member of our rural business team:

Gavin Morton 
gavin.morton@chiene.co.uk

Helen Mackenzie  
helen.mackenzie@chiene.co.uk

Rory Kennedy  
rory.kennedy@chiene.co.uk


